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A. First Century Authority vs Modern Skepticism 
 
B. Proclamation of God’s Word vs Unmet Human Needs 
 
C. The Truth of God’s Law vs Moral Compromise of Our Culture 
 
D. Those Who Believe vs Those Who Don’t Believe 
 
E. Beliefs that the Church is irrelevant —“a sideshow along the interstate of  
the world’s real traffic” 
 
Six out of ten Americans believe the church is irrelevant. That makes America the 
third largest mission field in the world. “In fact, only one in three Pastors—
pastors—believe the church is making a positive impact on the culture.” 
 
CONCLUSION: The world may need you, but the CHURCH NEEDS YOU MORE!!! 
 
A. There is a huge gulf between most churches and the communities  
surrounding them. The result is many church leaders believe the task of  
reclaiming neighborhoods or affecting positive change is impossible. 
 
 
POSSIBLE ACTIONS: 
 
A. BE Culturally Relevant 
 
B. Promise Heaven Now 
 
C. Just Preach the Word  
 



George Barna—sociologist and research expert—using 131 different measures of 
attitudes, behaviors, values, and beliefs, reached this conclusion: “In the aspects 
of lifestyle where Christians can have their greatest impact on the lives of non-
Christians, there are no visible differences between the two segments.” 
 
Henry Blackaby—(Experiencing God)—“Our GOSPEL”, laments Dr. Blackaby, “is 
cancelled by the way we live.” 
 
D. Stay the Course—Stick with what is tried and true. Allow for contextual and 
contemporary changes. The packaging must change but the ingredients, the 
gospel, must remain the same. 
 
Charles Chaney—“America will not be won to Christ by establishing more 
churches like the vast majority we now have.”  
 
Michael Regele—“Church leaders are working harder and harder for fewer 
positive results.” 
 
 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH TO DO??? 
 
 

1. John 12:32 

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”” 
John 12:32 NKJV 
 

1. Matthew 28:19-20 

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 
Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV 
 



1. Acts 17:6 

“But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the 
rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have 
come here too.” 
Acts 17:6 NKJV 
 
 
“Jesus was a BRIDGE BUILDER! Against His own overwhelming odds, He imagined 
a bridge of unprecedented spiritual influence—-one that would span a gulf 
roaring with skepticism, indifference, hostility, even persecution. He imagined a 
bridge to connect His people—“my church,” He called them—-to a disbelieving, 
disinterested world.” 
 
 
Words of Jesus: 
 
A. Follow me and I will make you fishers of men 
B. You are the light of the world—shine in the darkness 
C. You are the salt of the earth—make a tasteful difference 
D. I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against 
 
Jesus expected the church to supernaturally attract all persons to God. “If I am 
lifted up, I will draw all men to myself.” 
 
The church must rediscover its essential role as bridge builder! 
 
To build a bridge, the bridge builder must GO to the place where the gulf is 
actually located (community, neighborhood, wherever the disconnect has 
occurred) 
 
1. Getting out of the building 
2. Actually Engaging the Community 
3. Meeting real needs—spiritual, emotional, physical) 
 
PEOPLE DO NOT CARE HOW MUCH YOU KNOW UNTIL THEY KNOW HOW MUCH 
YOU CARE!!! 
 



Spiritual growth occurs in the context of honest loving relationships.  
 
Personal transformation occurs within the boundaries of the supernatural Word 
of God and an intensifying relationship with God in all of His triune glory, power, 
and excellence. 
 
The church must EQUIP the Saints —build skills and confidence, while developing 
spiritual and personal authenticity. 
 
A. The church must avoid becoming inwardly focused while it is equipping the 
Saints. A private club is not the goal and must be guarded against constantly. 
 
 
THE COMMUNITY BECKONS THE CHURCH TO COME!!! 
 

 


